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“Gobbledygook

“The ‘incidence of fe(?' ale
ation's...official pronouncem

&

ormations, but Inagmuch.as:things,
fused in-the Distilct:of. Co-
mmon, undérstandable; lan-
u11d be obligatory. . L
! English that's at:fault: ‘It Is the :
oberriding attitude that things must be
ade to:sound important and weighty and &
that polysyllabi¢ words indicate scholarship +
gomd sort.” " ; LA

The man who is undertaking the study
"\ of federalese is Lawrence Klein, editor of
 the Labor Department’s Monthly Review.
" The Pentagon Is always a rich mine for .
* anyone prospecting for bafflegab, Mr. ..

t Klein cites this example: o R

*’“In the current stages of ongoing post- ...
- attack productivity study, theidentifica.,
g gfm of the enervating effects of a de-}
.. éreased caloric diet upon physical produc- N
< tivity indicates the need to plan preattack_;
" for adequate caloric food stockpiles.”
_.* * Apparenily what that said is that some- »/
body had btotter make sure the soldiers ki
have something to eat after a battle. . -
A conservationist, to cite another Xy
ample, refers to pleasant living conditions '
as “a group of physical envirgnmentel con-
ditions which we will refer to as amenity
: 3 amenily.
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